TRANSACTIONS 


OF TIIH 

PHILADELPHIA ACADEMY OF SURGERY. 


Stated Meeting, April i, ipo 7. 

The President, Dn, John B. Robkkts, in the Chair. 


la) CHRONIC PANCREATITIS RESEMBLING CARCINOMA; 
(b) A SERIES OF BREAST CASES, BENIGN AND MALIG¬ 
NANT; (c) A SERIES OF GOITRE CASES. 

Du. William L. Rodman reported these cases, with presenta¬ 
tion of patients. The first patient was a man of 56, first seen one 
year ago when he was suffering from jaundice and marked 
cachexia. He had lost 15 pounds and his symptoms were sus¬ 
picious of carcinoma though no positive diagnosis was made. 
Opening the abdomen revealed in the head of the pancreas a 
densely hard mass large as a fist. This appeared to confirm the 
suspicion of cancer of that organ, but because of the possibility of 
chronic pancreatitis the gall-bladder was drained. The man was 
out of bed on the second or third day and made an unusually 
rapid and gratifying recovery, drainage being kept up for 3 or 4 
weeks. In the light of the results, the case is regarded as one of 
chronic interstitial pancreatitis, probably due to the habits of the 
man, who used alcohol freely. 

Benign Tumors of the Breast.—Dr. Rodman next presented 
three patients illustrating the results of plastic resection of the 
mammary gland for benign tumors. He was greatly impressed 
by Dr. Warren’s description of this method at the meeting of the 
American Medical Association in Portland, and has since employed 
it in 17 or 18 cases, regarding 15 of which he has full notes. Two 
of the patients shown were the first and last of the series. All 
did remarkably well. The diagnosis of benign growth was made 
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in each instance and there lias been no recurrence or evidence of 
malignancy in any of them. It should be remembered, however, 
that one cannot always be absolutely sure, hence the clinical diag¬ 
nosis should always be supplemented by microscopic examination 
of the removed specimen, as the majority of mammary tumors are 
malignant and all of them potentially so. One of the patients was 
in the second month of gestation when operated upon for a 
fibroadenoma the size of a goose-egg, the largest one seen. Theo¬ 
retically an incision in the lower part of the breast, and turning 
up of the organ, might interfere with its blood supply, but this 
objection does not hold good in practice, as the blood supply comes 
mainly from above. The incision is made along the line of junc¬ 
tion between the gland and the thoracic wall. One might think 
this method applicable only to tumors in the lower quadrants of 
the breast, but in most of Dr. Rodman’s cases the growth was in 
the upper and outer quadrant. Such tumors can be reached, as 
the breast can be turned upward to the clavicle. Functional activ¬ 
ity and usefulness have been preserved in all the cases operated 
upon. The pregnant patient referred to was the sister of a promi¬ 
nent German surgeon, who insisted that this operation be done. 
Dr. Rodman is better pleased with the operation the more he uses 
it and believes that the profession too often sacrifices the breast. 
One has no right to remove that organ in those who use or expect 
to use it. 

Malignant Tumors of the Breast .—A second series included 
three cases of malignant tumor of the breast. The first is inter¬ 
esting for two reasons. The patient was the youngest he has 
operated upon for this condition, 25 years at the time of the opera¬ 
tion 3 years ago. A second point is that last year he operated 
upon her mother for scirrhus. The second patient was operated 
upon in 1900 for a large carcinoma of the left mamma. The third 
has had both breasts removed, the first one 5 years ago for 
malignant disease, the other 2 years ago for a benign growth. 
The patient was so informed regarding the latter, but insisted 
upon complete removal, which revealed a large cyst with a small 
area of solid growth. Other interesting cases could not be shown. 
One was operated on in 1897, another in 1898, both for scirrhus, 
and both were in perfect condition a few months ago; the first 
had been operated upon twice before. A third case had been 
operated upon in 1899 and two others in 1900. 



